Newspaper:

Prodence dnumnay

Date:

Page:

The 'ffir'ee-ye'er- agreement with
cal 1363 of the International L

Association of Fire Fighters

requires that its members start

paying part of the cost of their

"\ . BYDAVID SCHARFENBERG .
i JOURMAL STAFF WRergR - -

CRANSTON — After working without a
contract for a year, the city’s firefighters
have a new three-year deal, ... =

s vin oo The pagt, ‘Which .the
CRANS_TO_N ;. City. Council - approved

0N an 81 vote Tuesday:

mght calls f_er 2:percent raises -every six;
months, starting Jan. 1, and for.the first|
fime. reguires firefighters to pay for a_por-

tion of their health care coverage, '
Aides to Democratic ‘Mayor Michael T.

Napolitano, whose administration nego.- |
tiated 'the -contract - with the: firefighters ;

union, said the. amicable settlement wasa
sign'of an improving climate at City Hall
after fouryears under the mayor’s combat-
ive: Republican- redecessor, . S

Stephen.P..

ey.

“Ithink it shows a newday mCranston, §

- Contract
 Continued from Page DI

where level heads prevail, rather
than go to eourt on every issue,”
said Ernest J. Carlucci, Napolita- -
no’s director of administration. - -
- But critics, who argue the' con-

. fract is overly generous to fire-

~fighters, say the mayor should -
~have been tougher in negqn_'a:.;_i;

- tons, SN
0 “I would dispute anyone who.
“says when everyone’s holding -
.-hands and singing ‘Kumbaya,’

L it’s good for the taxpayers,” said :

-David Exter, chairman-of the Re-
- publican City Committee, -
_.-The Laffey administration and ;
- tirefighters battled. over - every- "
:thing from pensions to sick leave.
And last year, contract negotia-
tions -between the two sides :
‘broke down. But the change in |
administration rekindled talks,
and word of an agreement sur- |
faced last month. - e
- ‘Paul Valletta,aJx_*., ‘president of |
Local 1363, International Associ--
ation of Fire Fighters, said the

pa%e | 0F 2




union had two priorities. -

" First, . negotiators' pressed: to
improve benefits for the families
of firefighters killed in the line of
duty. Under the old contract, the
city paid for heaith care insur-
ance for a deceased firefighter’s

family.until the date of his normal :

retirement.” : . .
The new contract keeps bene-
fits in place until a widow remar-

ries or dies and dependent chil--
A T - for mayor iast year and showed-
~up at the City Council meeting

“dren reach age 2].: i

Valletta “also pushed for a

clause that declares cancer a job-
related afiment worthy of disabil-

ity benefits. Union and adminis- -

tration officials say the provision
echoes a_state jaw that reqtires

benefits for ﬁreﬁghters Z_Wh(_)_: get

cancer on the joh.
But Republicans say there is

one crucial difference: state law

requires establishing a link be-
tween the cancer and exposure to

smoke, fire or other harmful sub-

stances, while the contract does
1ot — meaning a desk employee
with skin cancer could claim ben-
efits. =’ ' e

“The city’s got to have some"
type of causal eler-» *-gran

ly lost to Napolitano in the race

Tuesday night

to “criticize the
contract. Co

Union officials have replied

that no firefighters are hoping'to

‘get cancer just so they can collect .

disability checks.

Critics. also argue that fire-

fighters, who will pay $520 per
year for an individual health care

Pplan or $1,040 for a family plan,
are not contributing enough for . 2007
STt period that firefighters . worked .
AramG.Garabe_'an,theCity-
-Council president, cited that con-
cern in casting the lone dissent- :
- ing vote on the contract Tuesday:

insurance. - -

‘But-Carlucci, the mayor’s di-

- dscharfe@projo.com / (401) 277-8114

said former Cdunci_lméri_':: Allan rector of édnﬁxﬁstration, said the

-Fung, a Republican who narrow-

contribution would be the sec- i

ond-highest of any fire depart-
‘ment in the state, - .

Napolitano, in remarks to the
City Council Tuesday, said there.

" was another. financial benefit to: .

reaching a deal. The union, he -
noted, requested arbitration after .
talks broke .down, Jast year. And-
avoiding -arbitratioss; which can:
be costly, saved the city substan- i
tial sums, he said. - - i
" The mayor also hailed a.sep

rate; one-year retroactive deal

covering the July 2006-July 2007

without a contract. _ CEEe
- That pact includes no pay'in: '

creases or improvements in ben-
efits, oo
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